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Turner	and	Gow,	 to	Overing	and	Viveiros	de	Castro	 rather	 than	 following	




Sounds Like Life: Sound-symbolic Grammar, Performance and Cognition 
in Pastaza Quechua (Oxford Studies in Anthropological Linguistics) by 




	 Sounds Like Life	 is	 a	 book	 about	 language	 aesthetics	 that	 confronts	
much	broader	 and	deeper	 anthropological	 problems	 about	 the	 relativity	 of	
language	and	how	Amazonian	peoples	use	language	and	grammar	to	create	
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by	Peirce	to	critique	Saussure’s	dismissal	of	sound-symbolism/onomatopoeia	
as	insignificant.
	 In	 this	 review,	 aside	 from	describing	Nuckoll’s	main	 arguments,	 I	will	
emphasize	two	central	aspects	of	Nuckoll’s	work	that	have	broader	implications.	
First,	I	want	to	emphasize	how	Nuckoll’s	research	provides	further	evidence	








	 As	 an	 aside,	 however,	 I	 should	note	 that	most	 scholars	 of	Amazonian	
Quechua	speaking	peoples	of	Ecuador	refer	to	them	as	“Quichua”	or	“Kichwa”	






















	 In	 the	book,	 the	author	provides	copious	details	of	 imagery,	usage,	and	
context	of	over	forty	sound-symbolic	expressions,	but	she	provides	even	more	
examples	 of	 sound-symbolic	 terms	 if	 one	 examines	 and	 studies	 the	 longer	
narratives.		Sound-symbolic	terms	are	discussed	through	six	basic	categories,	
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	 Nuckoll’s	work	 relates	well	 to	 the	 general	 scholarship	 on	Amazonian	










the	influential	Handbook of South American Indians	(1948);	it	is	hard	to	find	fault	
with	these	authors,	however,	since	their	article	was	published	at	a	time	where	











Amazonian	 groups,	 even	 in	 pre-Hispanic	 times	 (Hornborg	 2005,	Whitten	










Sounds Like Life: Sound-symbolic Grammar, Performance and Cogniti
Published by Digital Commons @ Trinity, 2009











and	 it	has	developed	 separately	but	 share	 a	number	of	 specific	 innovations	




































	 Aside	from	these	historical	complexities,	Sounds Like Life	raises	broader	
issues	that	challenge	conventional	assumptions	about	the	nature	of	language	
and	how	 language	works	 in	 relationship	 to	 culture.	 	Nuckolls	 argues	 that	
Quichua	 sound-symbolic	 adverbs	 for	 example,	 facilitate	 “iconic	 imitation	













Nuckoll’s	book	provides	convincing	and	detailed	evidence	 for	 the	 linguistic	
relativity	 principle	 of	Whorf	 and	Sapir,	 a	misunderstood	 position	 that	was	
never	meant	to	be	“deterministic”	nor	even	posed	as	a	“hypothesis,”	as	Penny	
Lee’s	(1996)	excellent	work,	The Whorf Theory Complex	has	shown.		






use	 itself	 reflecting	a	 sociality	of	 relationality	 that	 is	material,	 ecological,	 as	
well	as	symbolic	(Uzendoski	2005,	Uzendoski,	Hertica,	and	Calapucha	2005).	
Perhaps	what	is	needed	is	a	linguistic	history	of	the	rise	of	capitalism	and	its	
influence	 on	 grammar	 and	ways	 of	 speaking	 and	perceiving.	 	 I	 expect	 that	
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